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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Friends of Big Bend Awards Park Grant, Welcomes New Board Members
Friends of Big Bend National Park announces a grant of $30,000 to Big Bend National Park.  $15,000 will go toward improving night sky lighting in the Chisos Basin.  Big Bend National Park provides some of the most spectacular night sky viewing in the lower 48 states, and Friends of Big Bend has contributed a total of $28,000 to the park for lighting improvements.  Another $15,000 was gifted to the park to provide a design for the proposed improvements to the Fossil Bone Exhibit.  The money for both projects was raised through the sale of the Big Bend license plate.
            Friends of Big Bend National Park also announces the addition of five new board members, approved at the September 25, 2009 board meeting.  They are Craig Chambers of Houston, Paula Colman of Houston, Richard Sawey of Southlake, Tex Toler of Sanderson and Annette Kahn Webster of Dallas.  These new board members will work hand in hand with Friends of Big Bend staff and park service staff on the $150,000 Orientation Film Campaign that is currently underway.

In addition to allocating funds and electing new board members, the Friends of Big Bend National Park held officer elections.  Rick Lannen of Dallas was elected President, Greg Brazaitis of Houston was elected Vice President of Development, Larry Brumley was elected Vice President of Communications, Tolbert Greenwood of Ft. Worth was elected Vice President of Membership, Kate Martin of San Antonio was elected Secretary and Jan Redford of Houston was elected Treasurer.
Friends of Big Bend National Park is a non-profit organization whose mission is to support, promote

and raise funds for Big Bend National Park and the Rio Grande Wild and Scenic River in partnership with the National Park Service and other supporters who value the unique qualities of this national resource along the Rio Grande.  

For more details about the activities of Friends of Big Bend National Park, log onto www.bigbendfriends.org.
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