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	Founded in 1996, Friends of Big Bend National Park’s continuing mission is to support, promote and raise funds for Big Bend National Park in partnership with the National Park Service and other supporters who value the unique qualities of this national resource along the Rio Grande.

	Our Mission

	Our History

	Friends of Big Bend National Park has given over $800,000 to the park in its twelve year history.  From visitor center improvements to GPS equipment, the Friends has worked hand in hand with the park to meet the needs that the park’s budget does not.  Friends of Big Bend promotes the park through its license plate and membership programs, as well as on its website at www.bigbendfriends.org.  

	The map of Big Bend has been color coded.  It contains four panels allowing visitors to plan their visit by choosing the river, the mountains or the desert.  The Choose your Adventure wheel is a trip planner that helps visitors decide what to do for a day, or a week.
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	The visitor information desk is now wheelchair accessible, as are the restrooms.  Visitors can rest in comfort in the expanded section of the bookstore while perusing park information.

	Keeping visitors safe is the park’s highest priority.  These panels tell visitors the “do’s” and “don’ts” that will keep them safe in the desert.  The display below tells visitors how to have as little impact as possible on the landscape and wildlife.
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	This is the introductory panel, describing how  Big Bend became a national park, and Texas’  role in founding the park.

	Big Bend is one of the darkest places in the lower 48 states.  The panel contains a monthly sky gazing schedule with descriptions of what can be seen each night in the sky.

	Big Bend  is a treasure trove for paleontologists, and visitors can now find out more about the park’s ancient past..  These panels show which dinosaurs roamed the land, contain hands on exhibits, and a real dinosaur bone that visitors can touch..  

	The magnifier allows visitors to see fossils up close.  The display also contains a piece of petrified wood that visitors can examine.  Gazing up, visitors can see what half of a Pteranadon’s wingspan looks like.

	This exhibit showcases the Rio Grande from its beginnings in Colorado to its end in the Gulf of Mexico.  The exhibit highlights an adjacent NPS unit called the Rio Grande Wild and Scenic River.  Touch the Rio Grande is a hands on opportunity for visitors to look for tracks and watch how the river carries and disperses sediment along its path.
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	These panels show the changes in the river’s flow from dams and other diversions..  The panels also describe the change in the river from a scouring river to a channeling river,  and how that has encouraged exotic  species.
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	Abell-Hanger Foundation

	Ms. Patricia Ayres

	Big Bend Telephone Company

	Amon G. Carter Foundation

	Burlington Northern Santa Fe Foundation

	Mr. and Mrs. Houston Harte

	Mr. and Mrs. Jack Lamkin

	MS Doss Foundation
National Parks Foundation

	Union Pacific Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. James Wilkes

	And the many donors and license plate holders who helped make this dream a reality 
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